
 
 

 
Wednesday, December 19, 2012 

 

 
Attention Health Professionals:  Information Regarding the 2013 Medicare Physician Fee 

Schedule 
  

The negative update of 27% under current law for the 2013 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule is 

scheduled to take effect on January 1, 2013.  

  

Medicare Physician Fee Schedule claims for services rendered on or before December 31, 2012, 

are unaffected by the 2013 payment cut and will be processed and paid under normal procedures 

and time frames. 

  

The Administration is disappointed that Congress has failed to pass a solution to eliminate the 

sustainable growth rate (SGR) formula-driven cuts, and has put payments for health care for 

Medicare beneficiaries at risk. We continue to urge Congress to take action to ensure these cuts 

do not take effect. Given the current progress with the legislation, CMS must take steps to 

implement the negative update. 

  

Under current law, clean electronic claims are not paid sooner than 14 calendar days (29 days for 

paper claims) after the date of receipt. CMS will notify you on or before January 11, 2013, with 

more information about the status of Congressional action to avert the negative update and next 

steps. 
  
 

 

 
CMS asks that you share this important information with interested colleagues 
and recommends they subscribe to receive the e-News directly. 
 
Previous issues are available in the archive. 
 

 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USCMS/subscriber/new?pop=t&topic_id=USCMS_7819
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/FFSProvPartProg/Provider-Partnership-Email-Archive.html

